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Boy turns playtime
passion into a book,
Web site and more

BY SHAWN D. LEWIS
The Detroit News

Southfield — Estin Baldwin is
a published author who dreams
of turning his first book about
skateboarding friends into a film
and cartoon series.

While he prepares for his first
book signing on Sunday, he’s si-
multaneously working on books
two and three, between monitor-
ing his Web site and devising a
marketing plan to promote skate-
boarding equipment.

He may sound like a business
mogul, but Estin is only 10 years
old.

“It’s cool to see all my words in
a book form,” he said. “It makes
mefeel older than 10 years old be-
cause usually 10-year-olds don’t
do that much.”

On his Web site, Estin, a
fourth-grader at Mclntyre Ele-
mentary School, writes, “Special
thanks to those who believed in
me, supported and sponsored my
- endeavor, and realized the 1m-
portance of literacy.”

His mother financed his book,
“Skate It and hired profession-
als — a ghost writer and illustra-
torto finesse his words and draw-
ings — to make her son’s dream
come true.

“My passion is to see more
young entrepreneurs, but in or-
der to succeed in any industry
you have to be able to read and
write,” said Sunsaria Baldwin.
She began reading to Estin when
he was a baby. “My son first be-
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With encouragement from his mom, Estin Baldwin channeled his love for
reading and writing into a book about skateboarding friends.

came interested in reading and
writing through Barney, then Do-
ra the Explorer and then super-
heroes and Spider-man?”

Estin, who said he wants to be-
come a movie producer/director,
professional baseball player, pas-
torand author when he grows up,
sometimes allowed his passion
for reading, writing and drawing
to interfere with classroom activ-
ities.

“He'd bring his own books
from home and would read them
in class when he was supposed to
be working on something else, so
his teachers said he needed to be-
come more focused,” she said.

He continued writing after
school, and it soon developed in-

to the book about skateboarding,
which he now practices in his ga~
rage.

“The thing I like most about
skateboarding is the tricks I ean
perform,”hesaid.

For now, his book can be pur-
chased on his Web site, wwwi.es-
tinbaldwin.com, and his mom
said it soon will be available in
bookstores and on Amazon.com.

The book signing is 3:30-6:30
p.m. Sunday at Lucky’s Enter-
tainment, 44325 W. 12 Mile in No-
vi. On Dec. 4, he will sign books
from 4-6 p.m. at McIntyre Ele-
mentary School, 19600 Saratoga
Blvd. in Southfield.

slewis@detnews.com
(734) 462-2190

Estin will appear at a book signing
for “Skate |t” Sunday at Lucky's
Entertainment in Novi and Dec. 4
at Mclntyre Elementary School in
Southfield.
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fwin noticed years ago that her son
had 2 passion for writing and drawing,

Above: Estin Baldwin
shares his autograph
at a book signing
in Novi Nov. 22.
Left: Sevag Oknayan,
10, of Farmington
Hills, and Earl Ham-
mond, 11, of Redford,
wait their turn to buy a
book and have it auto-
graphed by the author.
Far left: “Skate It,’
written and illustrated
by Estin Baldwin, 10, of
Southfield, was pub-
lished by Second Time:
Media Publications.
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but it was only more recently that she
realized just how talented he was.

“I began to notice his drawings and
(notice) him trying to put words to his

See AUTHOR on page 11A

School board

member repla
after resignati

Connie Williams cites
medical reasons for leavin

By JENNIE MILLER
C & G Staff Writer

SOUTHEFIELD — After five
ing the community on the Sout
of Education, Connie Williams ha:
down from his post, citing medicz
for his departure.

After reaching out to local resic
interviewing possible replacement
board members have chosen South!
dent Rance Williams to take «
remaining three years of his term.

Williams® fellow school district
reflected on the contributions he =
inghis tenure.

“He was an excellent trustee #
his tole very seriously, and was a
scientious board member and stew=
public trust,” said Ken Siver, dep
intendent of Southfield Public Sche
thoroughly watched how schoe:
were spent.”

“I'm very fond of Connie — I
all were — with his integrity and

formance. I'm sorry to see him
school board member Fern Katz.
“Connie is such a great (leades
of it was his vision and his s
approach to deing things,” sai
board member Darryle Buchanan.
know, during that tenure we've m
very, very difficult decisions, anc
has been through those wars with
it’s just very hard to replace that, &
edge he brought to us from 2
standpoint. Serving on this boar
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“I used to read to him a lot,”
she said. “He has an imagination,

ct, Baldwin was “elated,” she

awe,” she said. “I  a very vivid, wild, broad imagina-

how he ... articu- tion, and I think it comes out a
s and the char-  lot on paper. He may be sitting
and how he and jump upand go get a paper

r and  and a pencil.”
i “Skate It is the story of four
nds who share a common

in skateboarding. They
earding comperi-

mquer many hurdles

Baldwin is blown away by the

coach him; I don’t el

messages contained in the book.
. “Pm very impressed with it,”
she said. “I think (readers) can
take so much from the book. It's a
book that teaches value, persever-
ance, patience, confidence, it’s a
lot. Just knowing that a 10-year-
old wrote this book, I think it can
promote literacy.”

She hopes the book reaches
nationwide success.

“We're starting local, but our
goal is nadonwide,” Baldwin said.
“We have book signings lined up
2 hools. He’s very

to say. ... But I'm a %
mom right now. ... |
lot of work ahead of

~ Estin’s next book s
for 4-6 p.m. Dec. 4 =
Elementary School.
19600 Saratoga in Sex
more information, call
7365.

For more infors

future book signings
chase a copy of the
www.estinbaldwin.c
(248) 929-1254.

You can reach Staff |
Miller as jmiller@candg
= (586) 2791108,




